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Literature Review Evaluation

I. Introduction: 4 points
a. Describe the overall topic that you have been investigating, why it is important to the field, and why you are interested in the topic.

b. Identify themes and trends in research questions, methodology, and findings. Give a “big picture” of the literature.

II. Themes – Description and Analysis: 9 points
a. Overview of characteristics of the theme (commonalities, differences, nuances)

b. Sub-themes are organized by findings

c. Sub-themes are detailed with regard to methods and participants

d. Related findings are discussed for each sub-theme  

III. Conclusion: 7 points
a. An evaluation/critique of the existing literature. Write several paragraphs.
b. What are the contributions of this literature to the field? 

c. What are the overall strengths?

d. What are the overall weaknesses?

e. What might be missing? 

f. What are some next steps for research? The next steps should explicitly address how to “correct” for strengths, weaknesses, and gaps.

IV. APA Style: Incorrect use of APA will be deducted accordingly from the final grade of the literature review. Normally, if errors are consistent and interfere with the flow of writing, then a letter grade will be deducted. Smaller, minor errors may be only one or two points deducted.
	A+
	20

	A
	19

	A-
	18

	B
	17

	B-
	16

	C
	14

	F
	13 or below


